INTRODUCTION
In this introductory session, the speakers presented an overview of the key issues of relevance to both the Eastern Neighbourhood and the Mediterranean South that are to be presented, discussed and debated for the duration of the Symposium. The logic of the Symposium with its two days of focused discussion and accompanying readings followed by two days of structured dialogue workshops and the eventual presentation of possible collaborative projects by the participants was outlined.
In this session, the speakers addressed several issues related to the Arab World as well as the Israeli/Palestinian conflict. Turkey and its relations to these countries were also mentioned.
The session started with a discussion of the Arab uprisings and its roots. It was suggested that one of the major reasons for the uprising was the conflict between the security of the state and the security of the individual. In other words, the security of the state was overriding one's individual freedom and dignity. In this scenario, there cannot be fair elections and respect for fundamental rights.
It was also proposed that there were three sets of reasons that caused the uprisings. First, there were structural factors including an excessively strong executive branch, a democratic deficit, a crony capitalism generated by neo-liberal policies, republican monarchies and the interference of the United States that supported autocratic regimes. As for the conjectural reasons, they included the food crisis, the regimes' brittleness, an increase in the youth population and growing unemployment. Indeed, 60 per cent of the Arab societies are under the age of 30, and many of the youth are looking for a job and seek to raise a family. When the economy fails to provide them with jobs, they become more demanding and revolutionary. Moreover, the Arab state was in a constant state of emergency which was legitimized by the constant reference to Islamic terrorism and the Israeli/Palestinian conflict.
Nevertheless, none of these factors determine per se the birth of an uprising, there is a third set of factors, the human factor, that cannot be quantified.
The concept of security in the Arab World and the Middle East was also itself put into question. Whose security are we generally referring to? The region's? The West's? The individual's? Society's? The nation's?
Indeed, one has to keep in mind the structure of the state in the countries belonging to this region. The structures of the states were imposed in the Middle East and it would probably have different borders today if not for this imposition. The states had to be built as much as the nation since there were competing identities within the borders of the state which resulted in the dominance of authoritarians regimes. The issue comes down to whether there is security or democracy, since the security issues were always a good excuse not to pursue democratization.
Finally, there is one factor that describes the region and it is its "intermestic" politics, which is a mixture between the international and the domestic. Some threats come from within the country but they spread into the region and become important challenges for the major powers.
Nevertheless, the Arab Spring has established a new reality: the people also need to be taken into consideration in politics. But with it came new problems. The liberal groups that were the major actors in the uprisings are not the ones profiting politically; it is rather the Islamic opposition. The question remains whether the latter can provide for the freedoms that were demanded during the revolts.
Finally, the Turkish case was mentioned. Turkey was not considered as a model for the Arab countries, since there are still issues, such as arrest of many journalists, which need to be addressed. Nevertheless, in the last decade, there was progress regarding the reorientation of politics from the state to the society and the reliance on the idea that to enhance democracy there is a need to promote security. As a result, there has been an attempt to solve internal issues such as the resolution of the Kurdish issue. However, the unchecked development of the country and the sentiment that the prime minister was becoming authoritarian have created the Gezi Park, in which millions went to the streets to protest against the government. These events, happening on June 2013, have been a major blow for the prime minister's credibility in the Middle East.
Israel was mentioned as a case in which the ideology of citizenship has not been able to change. Nevertheless, the possible inclusion in the military service of Jewish seminary students will raise the question of the inclusion of Palestinians in the army and this might be a breakthrough in the reconstruction of the concept of citizenship in Israel. As for Palestine, as long as Hamas and Fatah do not communicate there is no possibility of conciliation with Israel.
In this session, the focus was on the increasing importance of energy in economic terms as well as the increasing importance of energy security for both producer and consumer countries. Energy is considered to be the issue that links security concerns with that of business. The importance of energy security is elusive, as it depends upon one's position in the value chain. There are main three pillars of energy: availability, accessibility and affordability. On the other hand there are numerous problems which can be summarized under these categories: production related; transportation related; political; economy related, etc. In light of these pillars and categories, it can be said that no energy system can be entirely secure in the short term since energy disruptions or shortages can arise unexpectedly. Thus, speakers stated that energy security should be managed based on a risk management assessment such as reducing the risk to acceptable levels. A very interesting example given during the discussions was about Azerbaijan's strategy. Azerbaijan as a supplier is increasing its presence in the energy sector. This increase of relative power is not only relevant to the Caspian region but also within Europe. Recently, the Azeri company SOCAR bought; DESFA, the Greek national gas operator. This was not only a business venture but the Azeri government and policy makers see this also as a leverage to resolve the NagornoKarabakh issue to its advantage. This example illustrates well how the energy sector has the potential to be used in international policy matters.
Another point discussed was energy security not being the same with energy independence. The speakers referred to natural gas as an important rising energy source. However, they also wanted to clarify the potential role given of these resources as game changers. Energy discoveries are exaggerated sometimes. The value and game changer position of natural gas resources is dependent on many factors. Having gas is not enough to give this energy resource such political and economic weight. The real value of the energy source needs to be assessed properly: How much oil/ gas is found underground?; How much can you produce with your technology?; How much you can economically produce? Related to the answers of these questions an energy source can have a quality of game changer in a region and on a global scale.
In conclusion, energy resources and energy security have been identified as important phenomena of today's international economics and politics. In this session, the speakers expounded on specific issues regarding the relevance of the Eastern Neighbourhood and the Mediterranean South for the key stakeholders.
On Russia: the key factors influencing Russia's security, identity, and international standing in both regions were presented. Russia's security is especially challenging due to the threat of radical extremism within its large and growing Muslim population. The Middle East and Eastern Neighbourhood regions are crucially relevant because they provide sources of funding, armed fighters, and propaganda for extremist movements. Russia has strived to create stable relationships with its neighbors, but political turmoil has posed a challenge to this process. Russia has also been courting its neighbors economically, wooing them into customs union as a way to create leverage in its relations with the EU.
On Turkey and its foreign policy, it was suggested that Turkey has no concept of either the Eastern Neighbourhood or the Mediterranean in its foreign policy. Instead, Turkey's unique approach divides the Eastern Neighbourhood into fragments that belong either to the EU, the Black Sea, the Caucasus, or Russia. The dichotomy between Turkey's pre-and post-Cold War foreign policies is especially relevant. Prior to the end of the Cold War, the focus was on alignment with NATO and the West. Since then, the focus has shifted as Turkey realized that its neighborhoods were also crucial to its national security. The 1990s saw Turkey extending its reach into Central Asia and always trying to play the role of moderator. After 9/11, another change occurred as the US more forcefully inserted itself into Turkey's foreign policy as a key ally in the region. On NATO's role, there is no commonly agreed upon definition of threat within the region, and the US is the only member state that can incite the organization to any strong action. NATO has no specific strategy within the Black Sea region for this reason, even though all the states there are either members or partners. Similarly, strategy in the Middle East is not clearly defined as NATO does not have a strong interest to interact with the states in the region.
For the United States, the U.S. the key priorities in its struggle for security in the regions at hand include: maintaining the flow of energy to and from the region; securing the Persian Gulf; supporting Israel's security and qualitative advantage; and preventing nuclear proliferation. A focus is also placed on promoting the proliferation of democracy, especially after 9/11, and fighting international terrorism.
Finally, the European Union views the two regions through the prism of the European Neighbourhood Policy complemented by the Union for the Mediterranean, the Black Sea Synergy, and the Eastern Partnership which among other things are quite normative and stress the need for greater democratization, good governance and the rule of law. Furthermore, the EU is also guided by the challenges identified in its European Security Strategy of 2003 which among other things call for the promotion of "a ring of well governed countries to the East of the European Union and on the borders of the Mediterranean with which" the EU "can enjoy close and cooperative relations." This session evaluated the economic developments in both regions. Additionally, how the greater Black Sea region and the Mediterranean South economies get influenced from the developments in the world, the trends, prospects and soft points of these areas were also discussed.
Between 2000 and 2008, the countries of the Black Sea region have been experiencing a sustained economic boom. In these eight years, the economy in the region developed rapidly, poverty declined and recovery took place. The sustained boom of the region faced a downturn as many other regions around the world in September 2008, with the negative effect of the global financial crisis. The difference of this global scaled crisis from others, such as the Turkish crisis of 2001 and the Russian crisis of 1998, was the origin and direction. In other words, the particular crisis started in the US and firstly influenced Western Europe, and then spread to the rest of the world. When the global markets froze, the region felt the impact as well.
The reasons of the vulnerability of the region were discussed. The dependence on external financing, especially in the private sector, was underlined as an example. Some countries experienced a large downturn, but some recovered relatively more quickly in the aftermath. However, there are countries like Russia and Turkey which managed to grow during the global crisis. Even though the EU is the biggest trading partner and source of investment for the two countries, their internal statistics such as inflation and deficits have remained under control.
The economics of the Middle Eastern and North African countries are extensively influenced by the Arab Spring. It was also suggested that this influence might be two-sided. The reform policies were introduced before the uprising and they resulted as a fiscal deficit. The inequalities that were created by privatization and globalization paved the way for the unrest. The uprisings had severe ramifications for the economy of the region, including the loss of tourism revenues due to the lack of security, long strikes and ongoing divisions between Islamists and secularists.
The discussion concluded with the listing of the possible future challenges for Egypt and Tunisia such as the possibility of a coup d'état, the divisions between the secularists and the Islamists regarding economic governance and lack of policy making experiences. For the greater Black Sea region countries, the main future challenges are set as the vulnerability towards foreign economies, sustainability of the economic growth and the quality of the business.
In this session, the speakers mainly focused on corporate social responsibility, collaboration and entrepreneurship. Speakers discussed future prospects, suggesting that by 2020, the world will face challenges based upon the impact of global markets, demographic change, and the scarcity of natural resources and the acceleration of technology.
Step by step, within the INS, passing from theoretical approaches towards practical visions, the important issues that were presented were the sustainable alternatives that prospective or present entrepreneurs might have in implementing their ideas.
According to the speakers, nowadays, the global environment represents a key factor to take into consideration when creating a business concept. Therefore, climate change and energy, global trade and governance, demographic change, urbanization, poverty and social justice are encouraged to represent the priorities of entrepreneurs. For example, China, India and Brazil were projected as future developing markets which by 2030 will gain significant economic growth upon promoting their projects.
The panelists stated the kind of growth that is desired by spotlighting the circular economy, the quality of life beyond GDP, sustainable lifestyles and smart cities as well as enhanced transparency. Moreover, the major barriers to business transition are represented by the lack of management tools, lack of standards, low consumer demands, low awareness amongst business leaders, inappropriate regulations, and financial short termism.
In this sense, the Corporate Social Responsibility Association of Turkey manages to bring together the biggest companies within the country, which constantly develop their activities and share their best practices with their target groups. Since an entrepreneurial initiative implies a lot of aspects such as human resources, financial support, good management criteria and most of all risks, a platform such as CSR Europe creates a system which has the aim of maximizing and implementing projects using multi-partnership approaches.
It was highlighted that Enterprise 2020 (a CSR Europe flagship project) will maintain its attention on the power of collaboration, on the need of governmental collaboration as well as with national and international NGOs for efficient results, smart policies and social innovation.
At the start of the session, the objectives of the Istanbul International Center for Private Sector in Development (IICPSD) were listed. These include supporting the development of inclusive markets, business models, fostering private sector, and becoming a center of excellence and convening business. The escalating scarcity of resources, such as water and food, has its ramifications for businesses. As the costs of resources costs rise, the affordability of the operations for businesses is reduced. Businesses cannot open up to other markets with this economic model, as there is a need for "not only people, but innovative solutions." Entrepreneurship means transforming innovations into economic and social goods. Therefore, social entrepreneurs take into account a positive return to society and the environment in addition to business profits. The need of innovation in order to produce positive outputs was repeatedly underlined.
According to the speakers, a social entrepreneur sees a problem in their environment and comes up with a great idea or a solution to overcome that problem in the large scale. Examples were given from Mozambique and Germany. In Mozambique, people trained rats to detect landmines and tuberculosis. This has now spread to 18 countries. A blind woman in Germany diagnosed her breast cancer at a very early stage and started training blind women to diagnose the disease. These people use 'people who use management skills to achieve social goals'.
It was asserted that since one person can change the ecosystem, the importance is the impact rather than the organizational models. Impact was defined as a new market, or access to goods and services, trade in the existing market or providing a way for low income people to generate income. Accordingly, five trends merge in social entrepreneurship. These include: the ability of social networks to lead more people to innovate; the dissolution of traditional business-social boundaries with hybrid business-social value chains; the willingness of social innovators to spread their ideas, such as giving it to other organizations around the world; collaborative consumption marketplaces; and the understanding of "everyone can become a change-maker" is now possible like never before.
Session VII: New Trends in Social Entrepreneurship

Speakers:
⦁ Matthias Scheffelmeier, Ashoka Europe, Turkey ⦁ Hansın Doğan, Istanbul International Center for Private Sector in Development, UNDP
This session put its emphasis on the definition of democracy as well as the perception of the norm. During the debate, the discussants asserted that the definition and how it is applied is changing in every country. For instance, the democracy concept has been assigned very differently in Turkey and in the United States. Another issue regarding the concept is the differentiation of its orientation which determines the expectations of the people.
The discussion first turned to how democracy is perceived from the Arab point of view during the uprisings. In the Egypt case, the eventual elimination of fear of the government raised hopes for freedom and dignity in the Arab world and accelerated the demand for democracy. The lack of basic needs and the energy shortages paved the way for masses to lose their faith in the president. The signals about the fundamentals of democracy for the masses were not very clear. There were people with different motivations such as asking for bread, elections or the resignation of the president. Currently, the shared expectations as the fundamentals of democracy are stability, safety, energy and food security and a change of the system of single-man rule with a democratically elected government that will fulfill the needs of the citizens.
The European Union's approach with regard to democracy in the Eastern Neighbourhood was also debated. The idea of enhancing democracy was taken on the agenda with the enlargement process. With the Eastern Partnership policy various partnership agreements in the eastern neighborhood, such as EAP Civil Society Forum, were promoted. The positive correlation between the quality of democracy in a country and its closeness to the EU has started to establish the framework of this region. Therefore, the democratization of the region in European terms has begun. The models of democracy promotion: leverage, linkage and governance which is decided according to the characteristics of each country. From the EU perspective, the basic requirements of democracy are elections, media freedom, human rights, independent judiciary, and the quality of public administration, accountability and fighting corruption, as stated in the Eastern Partnership Index.
The final democracy perspective presenting was Turkey's democratization process especially in light of the Gezi Park protests. Turkey still has a long way to go in terms of democracy and democratization. When the Republic was founded in the 1920s, the aim was to create a democratic and Western oriented society. The perception of democracy was in correlation with Western norms. However, successive military coups failed to enhance and fulfill the needs for democracy. Since 2002, with the civilian authority under the helm of the AKP, the efforts of balancing between democratic reforms and traditionalism have provided the ruling party with the approval of a majority of voters. Until 2005, this period symbolized the golden age of transformation due to relative economic prosperity, health and infrastructure policies. However, of late the situation has changed. The Gezi Park protests showed the government's more authoritarian face in combination with a growing number of problematic issues such the jailing of journalists, and an attempt to control the public space. Moreover, a recent survey stressed that almost half of the citizens do not feel safe to express their political opinions. The younger generations, which were considered to be apolitical before the Gezi Park protests, made their voices hear during the June protests. As such, the democracy debate in Turkey stands between two different perceptions -the majoritarian democracy promoted by the government and the pluralist democracy propounded by a significant segment of civil society.
Session VIII: Debate on Democratization Speakers:
 Peter Stania, International Institute for Peace, Vienna (Moderator)  Nagla Abed, Anna Lindh Foundation, Alexandria  Iryna Solonenko, European Integration Index for Eastern Partnership Countries, Berlin  Rana Zincir Celal, Columbia Global Centers, Istanbul
During the last two days of the Symposium, participants engaged in a series of structured dialogue workshops facilitated by Professor Benjamin Broome. The first day started with an introduction of the facilitation process. Participants then met in their respective working groups to address challenges facing the Eastern Neighbourhood and the Mediterranean South. Working groups were organized to reflect regional diversity. Once participants discussed these challenges and shared their experiences in their working groups; they were then asked to select the most important issues and provide constructive ways to address challenges facing both regions. All of the groups then were brought together to review the ideas of their peers and to choose their top ideas. Then the groups reconvened to discuss ways to implement those ideas, what barriers might pose a challenge for implementation and who might implement the ideas.
After the completion of the working groups, participants shared their reports in the plenary session. A volunteer from each group reported on the following:
-How many ideas were generated by the group? -What ideas the group had for the implementation process? -What challenges the group might face during the implementation process? -What were the possible linkages between ideas?
Following the first group exercise, participants then engaged in a mapping process of the top ideas to see where overlaps or areas of collaboration might arise. They also took into consideration any challenges they might face during the implementation process. The two days of working group sessions allowed participants to discuss how they might contribute to overcoming some of the most pressing challenges in both regions. Then participants were asked to form their own groups to formulate project ideas around the issues that were discussed earlier. The group work resulted in 4 project ideas. Those projects were (detailed explanations of the projects may found in Appendix 1):
Project I: Teaching human rights in schools Objective:
To encourage civil participation, mutual tolerance and respect for individual and collective rights through human rights education.
Project II: Regional treasure hunt Objective:
To explore cultures and similarities together by creating multi-national teams consisting of people from a wide range of countries in the Black Sea and the Mediterranean regions.
Project III: Creating empathy through life stories Objective:
To break prejudices and stereotypes through empathy by learning about the "other" people all around the Eastern Neighborhood and the Mediterranean South.
Project IV: TEDx -(un)Neighbouring Objective:
To produce a series of local TEDx events in the region, which give communities, organizations and individuals the opportunity to stimulate dialogue through experiences at the local level. To encourage civil participation, mutual tolerance and respect for individual and collective rights through human rights education.
Structured Dialogue Workshops on "Creating a Space for Dialogue and Cooperation in the Eastern
Project Details: This project aims to empower people to participate in policy making and to defend their own civic positions. It embraces education as a tool for enabling mutual tolerance and respect for individual and collective rights. If successful, it will help promote peace and create new job opportunities. To implement this project, a concept of the course in cooperation with teachers, HR activists, and parents will be developed in the first place. Public support from actors such as civil servants, professionals, NGOs, IOs, and businesses will be required. A website with strong emotional impact will be created and spread through media, social media, and networks. Then, all available channels will be used to start a petition. To advertise, a logo will be created and posters and flyers will be distributed on the streets. The program itself will consist of a series of workshops for teachers on topics related to human rights and providing a stimulating teaching environment. Ideas so far include cartoons, simulation games, and case studies. It will help to educate students on online resources in conjunction with libraries. Potential challenges might be the bureaucracy due to the involvement of government, lack of public support, quality of teaching, the weak link between human rights education and civic participation, and political instability. Potential funding sources could be the state budget, private donations, and grants from international and national funds.
Project II: Regional treasure hunt
Objective:
Project Details: Multi-national teams consisting of people from a wide range of countries in the regions will explore cultures and similarities together. For example, they will learn to dance, to cook, to sing together and also will learn some history behind the traditions, for example wedding, funeral, and baptism/Islamism traditions. They will also explore historical, cultural and linguistic similarities of the people that the project participants represent. The project teams will be formed in the first place and they will decide on which communication channels will be used, such as social media, e-mail, Skype etc. A preliminary research will be conducted on the representatives of the tourism sector, artists in folklore genres, ethnologists, journalists and tour guides. Fundraising opportunities will be sought through the foundations (cultural, peace promoting, youth and culture), embassies and foreign missions, international/regional organizations, ministries (foreign affairs, culture, tourism etc.), and crowd funding. As the project will also include a film shooting, the participants will be selected after the project call and the drafting of the scenario. The project team will set the venues, write the scenario, film in 8 countries (4 days in each country), and edit the subtitles. As a concrete result, it is planned to be broadcast between 15 October and 15 December 2014.
Project III: Creating empathy through life stories
Objective:
Project Details: The aim of this project is to break prejudices and stereotypes through empathy. The best way to get out of the limits of prejudices is to learn about the "other". This project tends to break these stereotypes and prejudices by creating short movies and short stories of different people all around the Eastern Neighborhood and the Mediterranean South, by showing what they have lived through. First, a project class in volunteer universities in the neighborhood will be created. The institutions which have visual art and media departments are preferred. The students will be asked to find these stories, film them and write them as short stories. At the end of the class, the professor will choose the movies and the stories with the best quality and send them to us. A web site will be prepared for the project and these short movies and stories will be uploaded there, to be watched all around the region. Then all the movies will be shuffled and sent back to these universities to have screening days. The stories will be published in different languages as books and in the end, a synchronized movie could be made out of them.
Project IV: TEDx -(un)Neighbouring
Objective:
To produce a series of local TEDx events in the region, which give communities, organizations and individuals the opportunity to stimulate dialogue through experiences at the local level.
Project Details: TED is a nonprofit devoted to Ideas Worth Spreading. It started out in 1984 as a conference bringing people together from three worlds: Technology, Entertainment, Design. Since then its scope has ever become broader. Along with two annual conferences, TED includes the awardwinning TED Talks video site, the Open Translation Project and TED Conversations, the inspiring TED Fellows and TEDx programs, and the annual TED Prize. On TED.com, the best talks and performances from TED and partners are made available to the world, for free. More than 1400 TED Talks are now available, with more added each week. TED believes passionately in the power of ideas to change attitudes, lives and ultimately, the world. They're building a clearinghouse that offers free knowledge and inspiration from the world's most inspired thinkers, and also a community of curious souls to engage with ideas and each other. This site, launched April 2007, is an ever-evolving work in progress. The TEDx program gives communities, organizations and individuals the opportunity to stimulate dialogue through TED-like experiences at the local level. TEDx events are planned and coordinated independently. 
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Carole Nakhle is an energy economist based in London. She specializes in international petroleum contractual arrangements and fiscal regimes, world oil and gas market developments, and energy policy. Amal Nazzal is pursuing a Master of Science in Marketing at the University of Exeter, which will be her second Master's Degree in addition to the MBA she holds from Birzeit University. She is also the current Vice President of the Arab Education Forum, a social entrepreneurship start-up based in Palestine. In 2011, Ms. Nazzal participated in the Cultural Innovators Network program in Germany, Turkey, and Egypt, and in 2010, she was chosen as one of the young activists to take part in the Young Leaders Visitors Programme in Sweden, where she and the other participants discussed potential political, cultural, and social problems and attempted to come up with solutions. 
